A Brief 


H ISTO RY 


OF THE 
PROTESTANT. 
EpiSCorPAL Church, 


Known by the NAME of 


UNITAS FRATRUM, 
OR 
UNITED BRETHREN. 


TOGETHER WITH 


The Reaſons for and againſt the Frinllagss 
granted them in the Britiſp Dominions, in the 
Year 1749: So as they are inſerted in the 


Months of April and May of the Univerſal 


Magazine. 
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The Clauſe, pag. 30. 1. 36, runs on thus: — Shall produce 
a certificate, ſigned by ſome biſhop of the ſaid church, or by 
the paſtor of ſuch church or congregation who ſhall be neareſt 
to the place where ſuch claim is made; and ſhall be examined 
concerning the matters contained in the ſaid certificate, and 
the due execution thereof 5 and ſuch perſon ſo affirmimg to th 
beſt of his knowledge and belief, in manner. herein before · men 
tioned, or proving by the teſtimony of other legal witneſſes, 
that the ſaid certificate was 8 by ſuch biſhop or 
paſtor; and alſo affirming, that he is actually a member of the 
ſaid church known by the name of Unitas Fratrum, or United 
Brethren ; ſhall be adjudged, deemed and taken to be actually 
a a member of the ſaid church or congregation, and as ſuch ſhall 
be entitled to the benefit of this act, &. ' 85 
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BRIET HISTORY 


OF THE 


When the Petition of the Deputies of the Moravian Bre- 
thren was brought into the H 
Feb. , 1748, Lieut. —.— Og ſpoke t to | the fol- 
lowing effect: 


Mr Preſident, 


\HE Petition, now preſentel, is from people of the feſt 

rank in Germany, Deputies for the Moravian Epiſ- 

copal Church; a church long known to this nation by her 

friendly intercourſe with the church of England : but firſt I 
leave to ſay ſomething of their antient hiſtory. 


| he Sclavonian countries, to which Moravia and Bohemia 
undoubtedly belong, received the chriſtian religion from the 
apoſtles themſelves. St Paul faith, Rom. xv. 19, he had filled 
all places with the goſpel, even from Jerafalem, round about 
unto Illyricum ; and he informs us alſo, 2 Tim. iv. 10, that 


Titus was gone for the ſame purpoſe into Dalmatia ; both 
Which were Sclavonian Provinces. In the fourth century Je- 
rome, being born at Strido, a city of Illyricum, in order to 
advance the ſucceſs of the faith, received in his own country, 
is ſaid to have tranſlated the bible into his mother-tongue. In 
the ſeventh century theſe churches increaſed very much,; 


the ich ſynod of „ held in 680, making re- | 
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markable mention of the Sclavonians, who would not appear 
at the ſaid ſynod, becauſe they abhorred image worſhip. 
In the following age, God opened the door for the goſpel 
in almoſt all the Sclavonian countries. The emperor Mi- 
chael III. having made peace with the Bulgarians, and re- 
ſtoring to them the ſiſter of their king, whom the Greeks had 
taken in a battle; this lady having embraced the chriſtian 
religion at Conſtantinople, prevailed with her brother to turn 
Chriſtian ; whoſe example his ſubjects followed, and even ſome 
of the neighbouring nations of the ſame language, which con- 
tributed much aſſiſtance to Cyril and Methodius, two Greek 
biſhops, expert in the Sclavonic tongue; who entering into 
Moravia, in the year 861, converted unto Chriſt Swatapluck, 
| king of the Moravians, and a ſhort time after Boravogius, 
Duke of the Bohemians; from whence the Brightneſs of the 
goſpel darted into Poland, and even into Maſcovy. 
It alſo appeareth from hence, that all theſe countries were 
converted by the means of the eaſtern church, and were ini- 
_ tiated into the chriſtian religion with the Grecian rites and 
forms. How the biſhops of Rome, who lay even then in 
Wait to make a prey of all the churches in the world, in- 
croached upon this Bohemian and Moravian church, is too 
long to be related here. It was in the year 940 that the 
Roman emperor Otho, having ſubdued the Bohemians, en- 
joined them by the expreſs order of the pope, to uſe the Ro- 
man liturgy, in the Latin tongue, which did greatly offend 
the Bohemians; and ſince that time, there has always been a 
conteſt between the Bohemian and Romiſh churches; the one 
always laying on, the other always ſhaking off, the yoke of 
their Superſtitions. _ „„ 1 7 
In the next age pope Cœleſtinus tried to impoſe celibacy on 
the Bohemian clergy ; for which cardinal Peter, his Legate a 
Latere, very narrowly eſcaped being ſtoned by the clergy of 
Prague. After this tranſubſtantiation began to be obtruded: 
But in Bohemia it was not impoſed with the retrenching of 
the cup of the Euchariſt, till the year 1361, when Charles IV. 
emperor of the Romans, founding the univerſity of Prague, 
| invited over many German, French, and Italian maſters and 
doors ; and theſe, being trained up in the cuſtom of com- 
municating in one kind, began vehemently to urge it; and 


the Bohemians, on the other ſide, ſet themſelves ſtoutly againſt | 


it, John Milicius, canon of Prague, and his ſucceſſor 1 
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thias Janovius, who was at the ſame time confeſſor te 
Charles IV, were both very zealous to aſſert the holy com- 
munion in both kinds ; and for that reaſon were baniſhed 
out of the kingdom. F 

-It was about this time that the Dobemiane began to oppoſe, 
with all their ſtrength, the encroachments of the Roman ſee : 
At the end of the fourteenth century John Huſs, profeſſor 


of the univerſity of Prague, inveighed very daringly againſt | 


the overflowing errors of the church of Rome, and that with 
the greateſt applauſe of the people of Prague. It very much 
revived his ſpirit, that in the year 1400 he received from 
England the books “ of John Wickliff, the firſt of our own re- 
formers ; and he encouraged Jerome of Prague to oppoſe the 
prevailing errors with the like boldneſs in the ſchools, as he 
himſelf did in the church. Upon which the univerſity, 


which was moſtly filled with foreigners, paſſed a cenſure upon 


Wickliff's articles. But the Bohemians debated the preroga- 
tive of election with the pope's abettors, making it good that 
it belonged to them as natives; and king Wenceſlaus gave 
the. ſentence. on the Bohemians fide, and created John Huſs 

rector of the univerſity in the year 1409. Two years after, 
pope John having ſent indulgences abroad, to be diſtributed. 
to all thoſe that would take up arms for the Romiſh church 


againſt the king of Naples, the Bohemians burned all the ſaid 


bulls in the market-place, together with the letters -of the po- 

iſh prelates. The pope being enraged with this, ſummoned 
Fohn Huſs to Rome, & by an edi& prohibited the celebration of 
divine ſervice and adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper at Prague: 
Whereupon John Huſs withdrew from that city, and preached 
the word of God from town to town, all over the kingdom, 


until ſuch time as he was cited to Conſtance, where he went 


with the ſafe conduct of the emperor Sigiſmund: But, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid letter of Sigiſmund, he and Jerome of Prague 


were treated very ignominiouſly, and both condemned to the 
flames. Huſs was burnt on the 6th of July, 1415, __ Ae 


the following year, on the zoth of May. 


— © 
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I The laſh, befire he died, uttered theſe wordt, . n F the enemies 25 
e cbe truth has hitherto prevailed againſt us; but it ſhall not always be. 
for there Sal ariſe a mean people wvithout ſwgrd or power, whom Fey. 2 
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The nobility and people of Bohemia and Moravia, heinouf.. 
ly reſenting the blood and execution of their doctors by the 
pope, were exaſperated in ſuch a manner againſt the popiſh 
party, that in the year 1419 the tumult was ſo great at Prague, 
that the governor and twelve ſenators were thrown out of the 
windows of the council-houſe, and forced to fall on the points 
of the ſoldiers ſpears. Not long after Wenceſlaus being dead, 
Sigiſmund, his brother, ſeized the kingdom; who enacted ma- 
ny things to the prejudice of the conſcience of the Bohemians, 
and ſoon after entered Bohemia with a powerful army, and in- 
feſted it with war for ten years; Ziſca, the general of the Bo- 
 hemians always getting the better. | 
Aſter the council of Bafil, the proteſting Bohemians divided 


among themſelves, forming two parties; the one demanding 
only the uſe of the cup was called Calixtines ; and the other, 


perſevering in all parts of John Huſs's doctrine, were proper- 
ly called Huffites or Taborites. 'Theſe oppoſed one another 
till it came to blows. This was the ſtate of Bohemia till 
the year 1550, when the quiet- minded of each party, joining 
together in the common tenets, which all allowed, and laying 
aſide all party - diſtinctions, formed a congregation, after the 
form of the apoſtolical ſimplicity, calling themſelves the 


Unitas Fratrum, or United Brethren ; 


which title is given to them, by way of Emixzxcr, to this 


day _ , 4 


Theſe brethren havin g applied to king Podiebrad, for ſome 


place where they might live in ſafety, and ſerve God with a pure 
conſcience; the barony of Litits, in the mountainous places of 


Moravia, in the neighbourhood of Silefia, was granted to them 


(the name of the place was called Fulneck) whither many 
of the citizens of Prague, Bachelors and Maſters of Arts, 
Commons and Nobles, Learned and Unlearned, withdrew 
themſelves, from all parts of Bohemia and Moravia. Their 
paſtors were of the Calixtines, of which Michael Samberg, -a 
pious and devout old man, was the chief; but being ſollicitous 
whether that ordination would be valid enough, if a preſbyter 
ordained a prefbyter without a biſhop, and how they ſhould 
be able to defend ſach ordination, they at length agreed to 
chuſe nine perſons among themſelves by vote; and, of theſe 


Weir firſt nam "was Fratres legis Chriſti, i, 6. © Brethren according to 
the law of Chrift* e e 


nine, 


_ 
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nine, three by lot, whom they ſent to the Waldenſes in Au- 


ſtria, whoſe biſhop Stephen, getting another biſhop, and ſome 
of the miniſters, to be preſent with him, he declared unto | 


them what great perſecutions they had undergone in Italy and 


France; how, through many ſufferings, they had continued 
the ſucceſſion from the apoſtles times ; and creating them three 
biſhops, by the impoſition of hands, they conferred on them 
power to ordain miniſters, and ſent them away. The ſame 
year, 1467, biſhop Stephen was apprehended 5 the papiſts, 
and burnt alive at Vienna; and many of the good Waldenſes 


retired to the Brethren at Fulneck, and joined with them. 


What great perſecutions theſe Brethren underwent is inexpreſ- 
fible; thoſe of 1467 and 1468 were ſo ſevere, that, being 


_ diſperſed into the mountains and woods, they dwelt in caves or | 


dens; and not being ſafe, even there, they durſt not make any 
fires, except in the night, leſt the ſmoke might betray them: 
but the hiſtory of the Bohemian perſecutions, and alſo the 
hiſtory of the Sclavonian churches, both written by biſhop 


Amos Comenius, having been printed in Engliſh ®, there 1s 


no need to enlarge thereupon. „ 
Soon after theſe dawnings of the reformation, Luther and 


Calvin preached the pure doctrine; and both of them gave 


the greateſt praiſes to our Bohemian brethren, as the fore- 
runners of the reformation, They were alſo received into 
England under king Edward VI, and countenanced by his 
ſucceſſors : He granted to John a Laſco, a miniſter of theſe 
brethren, the church of Auſtin-Friars ; and made him ſuper- 
intendent of the German and other proteſtant congregations, 
from more diſtant countries, as Bohemia, Moravia, Poland, 
and ung, And to ſpeak a few words of their further 
zntercourſe with the church of England: Their biſhop, Co- 
menius himſelf, preſented the hiſtory of his church to king 
Charles II. in the year 1660, with a moving account of their 
ſufferings addreſſed to the church of England. He looked 


upon himſelf as the laſt biſhop, but Providence was pleaſed 


De biftory of the Bohemian perſecution, from the time of their cone 
werfion by the Greek church, to the year 1632, was printed for John Walker 
in Pope's-bead Ally, 1650. e LE IE ieee 

© The biftory of the Bohemian church is printed under the title of, An exbor- 
* tation of the churches of Bohemia to the church of England, cvith the hiſtory o 
* the Sclavonian church,” and the order and diſtipline u ſed in the WT 14 
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brethren of Bohemia, Ec. printed for Themas Parkbus}t in Cheap-fige, 1661 


to direct better, and he lived to ſee the ſucceſſion continued 
by the Poliſh branch. | | 


In the year 1683, a moſt pathetic account of theſe brethren 
was publiſhed, by order of archbiſhop Sancroft and biſhop 


Compton. They alſo addreſſed the church of England in 


the year 1715, being reduced to a very low ebb. in Poland ; 
and his late majeſty, Geo. I, by the recommendation of the 
late archbiſhop Wake, gave orders in council for the relief of 
theſe reformed epiſcopal churches, and letters patent for 
their ſupport were iſſued ſoon after. Rs 
But fince the year 1724 their circumſtances have altered 
for the better, and they have wonderfully revived, increaſed, 
and ſpread in ſeveral countries; they have even made ſome 
ſettlements in America; in the province of Penſylvania, they 
have above eight-hundred people, to whom the proprietor and 
governor give a very good character. 3 
In the year 1735, they were diſquieted in Germany, and 
about twenty families went over with me to Georgia. They 
were induſtrious, patient under the difficalties of a new ſettle. 
ment, laborious beyond what could be expected; they gave 


much of their time to prayer, but that hindered not their in- 


duſtry : prayer was to them a diverſion after labour. No 
time was loſt in idle and vain amuſements; nor did I find that 
they did leſs, but rather more than others. I mention this 
only, becauſe a vulgar notion has JO, that they neg- 
lected labour for prayer. Many o 

in drinking or vicious courſes, and were thereby enfeebled, 
Inſtead of being ſtrengthened for their future labours. I do 


not ſay this of all, for numbers of our people acted well, : 


and the effects of their extraordinary labours are ſtill in being. 


The Moravian brethren were afterwards diſturbed by popular 


commotions. When the people forced all perſons to take 


arms, the Brethren made no contention, but moſt of them 
_ quietly withdrew, after they had paid what they owed to the 


truſtees. I ſpeak of what I know. What other applications 
they made elſewhere I mention not; but I have heard from 
good authority that they would have continued. enlarging the 
colony of Georgia, had they met with the tranquillity they ſeek, 


Since this, they have made many eſtabliſhments in Germany, 


at a great expence : I am aſſured they have ſpent a great deal 
more than one hundred thouſand pounds; I hear from others 
of much larger ſums, They therewith have ſettled — 


ours conſumed their time 


| 
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of induſtrious people. Much of this ſtrength in men and mo- 

ey might have been acquired by us, had it not been for the 
uneaſineſſes which the laws did not protect them from, and 
which makes it neceſſary for the parliament to enquire into the 
matter, in order to remedy it. TRE 

Theſe Brethren propoſe a benefit to this country; they have 
felt advantages ariſing from th- influence of the proceedings of 

parliament. Since the parliament of England declared, in a 
public act, in their favour, a reſt has aroſe to them in other 
countries. They therefore offer themſelves, in gratitude for 
the ſaid act, to ſettle many of their people in the Britiſh colo- 
nies, preferable to eſtabliſhments where they are-now invited 
by flattering appearances of preſent protection and the largeſt 
privileges. We are now to conſider the manner wherein we 
are to treat this petition. Will you not accept of propoſals 
beneficial to the nation? In caſe you will not hear theſe pro- 
poſals, you capnot receive the benefit, ſhould they upon ex- 
amination prove advantageous. The benefit of induſtrious 
people, who, without expence to the public, will ſettle in the 


colonies, muſt be obvious to every one; even the princes of 


Germany have been ſenſible of this advantage. One thing up- 
on. this head, which I would not ſpeak of any where but in this 
ha, it not being a proper ſubje& for public converſation: 
A great prince who loveth armies, and knoweth how to uſe 
them, in order to engage theſe people to ſettle in his domi- 
nions, granted them theſe privileges which they here pe- 
tition for, and much larger ones. The king of Poland, the 


king of Denmark, and other princes have done the ſame, 
to encourage them to ſettle in their dominions: but as all 


theſe governments are under the abſolute will of the prince, 


ſo,” though the preſent may be the beſt of men, his will 


may change, or his ſucceſſor be different in his opinion; and 
as it is too much to riſque the happineſs of numbers upon 
the uncertain life, or more uncertain will of a mere man z 


the rulers, therefore, of theſe brethren wiſely ſeek, in a time 


when they poſſeſs a full quiet and peace in Germany, a place 


of ſafety, an Aſylum, where, if diſtraction ſhould ariſe, they - 
may be ſafe under eſtabliſhed written laws. They have en- 


joyed indeed, in one of our colonies, a temporary, though 
not a legal poſſeſſion of the privileges they aſk, but they are 
ſtill under the ſame inconveniences through the uncertainty 
of ſach connivance in the Britiſh dominions. And it is not to 


be hoped or believed, that men will leave the climate they 


are accuſtomed to, in the neigbourhood of their native coun- 


uy, 
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try, to labour under the ſame difficulties,. the avoiding of 
which is the only motive of their removal. All they a 
is a full liberty of conſcience, under which they comprehend 
the ſcruples that great numbers of their people have, and 
which they deſire to obviate, viz, the Taking of an oath, and 
the Bearing of arms; they pray that their Affirmation may be 


| | og inſtead of an Oath ; and that they may be allowed to 


Pay, in lieu of Perſonal Service. You may refuſe to hear 
theſe propoſals, but therewith you refuſe the advantages that 
accrue from them. By hearing you will know, and th 
be able to regulate what you intend to do. Therefore I 
think there can be no objection to the ſending this petition to 
a committee to examine the whole, and then you will upon 
knowledge proceed to do what is fitting. „ 

This propoſal was ſeconded by that worthy ſenator v r. 


| C—w—], in theſe words IS 


Mr Preſident, . E | 
_ T join in all that my honour'd friend has ſaid, defiring that 
the petition of the deputies of the Moravian churches, which 
to me appears extremely reaſonable and beneficial to this na- 


tion, ſhould be referred to the conſideration of a committee. 


| {How reaſonable ſoever this propoſal appeared to the majo- 
rity, who could not but diſcern the national advantages, which 
muſt naturally follow to the ſtate from every. acquiſition of 


wealth and number of its inhabitants, M. Furius Publicola, 


without once entering into the merits, or attempting to inva- 


lidate any ſingle fact ſtated by the hon. ſenator, who brought 
in the petition, replied with great warmth ;] Fs Ee Fat 


nee,, to 4 1 
The petition under canſideration contains things of ſo new 
and extraordinary a nature, that I mult. beg leave to. diflent 
from the propoſal of having it committed. For. I humbly 


conceive the records of this hon. h cannot furniſh us with 


2 precedent, wherein private perſons, eſpecially ſuch as are re- 
puted ſovereigns in their own country, were ever permitted to 
dictate new laws or privileges in this aſſembly, without 


diate s in this afſer A 
firſt recommended from the throne. Beſides, fir, I NT 


that the petitioners are a new ſect, of a new religion, newly 


ſprung ups though I am not prepared to give you the: parti- 


culars. And though I weuld by no means be ſuppoſed an e- 
nemy to toleration, which is allowed by the laws. of. theſe 
realms, I muſt obſerve that this church, or congregational ſo- 
giety, Scorn to be tolerated. I am informed, fir, that this 


ect increaſeth prodigiouſly in numbers every where, eſpecially 
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in Germany, where the greateſt part of the proteſtants are run 
mad by their devices; and that their religion is founded upon 


political and worldly views. You can't, fir, be unſenfible with 
what care the legiſlature has always guarded againſt the increaſe 
of Popery in this nation: And I would propoſe the rejectin 

the Moravian brethren with as much caution ; not that 

wonld be thought to perſecute a papiſt for his religion, and 
2 Moravian for his-opinion ; but becauſe both theſe people, 
ſo far as I can diſcover, ſubmit to the authority of a pope, or 
church, whom they acknowledge to be ſupreme in temporals ; 
by which means the coercive power of the civil magiſtrate is 
deſtroyed, and the penal laws rendered ineffectual, while their ob- 


ſtinate ſufferings will triumph over any thing that can be inflict- 


ed upon them. I therefore am perſuaded, ſhould this ſpirit ob- 


tain a ſanction by law, and be permitted to make converts to 


their communion, as they have already done with great ſucceſs 
amonſt us, the conſequences will be more dangerous than 
we can at preſent foreſee. Let us then immediately agree to 
prevent their further growth in theſe dominions ; which 1 urge 


with greater vehemence, becauſe, fir, I can already diſcern the 


influence of their infinuations too much in this very h 


5 


becauſe I obſerve ſome members eſpouſe their cauſe, whom 
Thave never thought Guilty of religion. I am at a loſs whether 


J ſhall ſtile the petitioners, Jeſuiſts, Papiſts or Moravians : nor 
do I defire to know any thing about them ; but I am certain, 
if we don't ſtop enthuſiaſm in its firſt approaches, it will be 


too late to oppoſe its infatuations, when great numbers ſhall 
be ſeduced, united, and moved by different motives. There- 


fore I ſhall oppoſe this petition's going into a committee. I 
am afraid, by the diſpofition I ſee in their favour, that it will 
return from the committee with ſuch force as to overpower the 
endeavours of the moſt ſerious- minded to ſtop its paſſing into 
18 And, fir, ſhould it be reſolved to commit this petition, 

will move that there ſhall be inſtructions given to the com- 
mittee to reſtrain the Moravian church from making converts ; 
and to puniſh all thoſe that ſhould join with them in the ſame 
communion : Becauſe it appears to me a grand abſurdity for 


| this h to encourage a doctrine deſtructive of all govern- 


ment, whoſe ſapport is a power to defend itſelf from foreign 


force and inteſtine wars ; whereas it appears by the tenor of 


this petition, that ſhould the Moravians ever convert a whole 


nation or province to their ſuperſtition, the {aid nation or pro- 


vince muſt of courſe yield to the enemy and be deſtroyed ; be- 
cauſe they pray to be exempt from taking up arms in their 


own defence. B 2 It 
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[It was very much admired that this gentleman could haz: 


rangue ſo warmly againſt the motion, without taking the leaſt . 
notice of the many ſubſtantial reaſons drawn from the religion 
(which had been aſſerted to be truly proteſtant) and from the 


induſtry of thoſe people in 5 of their petition. And 
When he was ſeated, the wort 


y ſenator Mr H, roſe, 
and, addreſſing himſelf to the chair, preſently diſcovered the 
weakneſs of his objections and infinuations.] _ I 
Sir, 5 | 


The reaſons advanced againſt committing this petition of the 


Moravian brethren, I hope, will be received by this aſſembly 


as they deſerve; yet though they carry no force againſt the 
motion, I preſume to ſay, they ſeem to determine the neceſ- 


ſity why their petition ſhould be ordered into a committee. 
Becauſe, ſhould theſe petitioners be ſo dangerous to the ſtate, 
into which they are received, it muſt be diſcovered by that 


means, But on the other hand, ſhould they be found to be 
an inoffenſive, ſober, and induſtrious people, it will be a great 


loſs to the colonies to have miſſed the opportunity of acquiring 


the addition of a number of ſober and induſtrious ſubjects. 


And as to that inſinuation, They ſcorn to be tolerated ; I hum- 


bly preſume it cannot be fairly laid to their charge. How can 
a people, who voluntarily petition for it, and earneſtly requeſt 
that liberty amongſt us, be ſuſpected to Scorn toleration? Nor 
can I ſee how the doctrine of not bearing arms can be deſtruc- 


tive to government, ſo long as the petitioners are willing to 
contribute in money, and are ready to pay all legal impoſi- 
tions towards the raiſing and maintaining the militia and na- 


vy. I am alſo of opinion it would be departing from the ju- 
ſtice and equity, from which we ſhould never deviate, ſhould 
we - refuſe to hear the propoſals of a people, whom we have 


already received under our protection, by granting them the af- 
firmation inſtead of an oath, in the caſe of naturalization, And 
in fine, this application to us from a foreign proteſtant church 


appears to me to be the effect of their gratitude; to be à token 


of their thankfulneſs for favours already received; and there - 


fore ought to be accepted as an addreſs of grateful minds, 


ſubmitting themſelves to the protection and government of 
our laws; and as ſuch this petition ſhould recommend the 
Moravian brethren more ſtrongly to the conſideration and fa. 


vour of this hon. h——., 


ha. Valerius Flaceus continued, and ſpoke ta this 
3 ſtec £ 5 | aa | A \ 70 


Si, 


1 Sits 11 of We 3 539 85 Be: BE 
I am clearly of opinion that every opportunity and propo- 
{al for the better ſettling of our 5 4 to fa em- 
braced and conſidered. — It is a fundamental maxim in found 
politics, that the greatneſs, wealth, and ſtrength of a coun- 
try conſiſt in the number of its inhabitants. And, agreea- 
ble to this maxim, all wiſe ſlates and republics, even when 
arrived at full growth and firm eſtabliſhment, have from time 
to time, invited and encouraged foreigners to ſettle amon 
them, and incorporate with the natives, which in the end ne- 
ver fails to increaſe the riches of both. What raiſed the u- 


nited provinces to their grandeur and power ? And what ſo 


greatly increaſed the revenues, and improved the eſtates of 
the natural-born ſubjects, as the encouragement given by the 
late and preſent kings of Pruſſia to the ſubjects of other 
nations to ſettle there? But we have no need for foreign 
examples. Theſe people were well known to our forefathers, 
whoſe wiſdom and zeal protected and provided for them. 80 
that, fir, what has been thrown. out againſt this petition, for 
want of a right underſtanding about the petitioners, is ſo weak- 
ly ſupported that I am at a loſs to conceive, how any member 
of this aſſembly, who ought to judge of every caſe propo- 
ſed in it, without prejudice and partiality, and who has the 
welfare of his country at heart, can produce ſuch objections, 
- amongſt which that requeſt of an exemption from bearin 
arms is the moſt plautible ; though if we conſider the bloody 
wars of their forefathers, and the natural bent of human 
nature to run into extremes, it would be eaſy to account for 
this propoſal : and on the other fide let it be remembered that 
this requeſt is neither new, nor found to be dangerous. What 
does that gentleman. think of the large body of Quakers 
ſo long ingrafted amongſt us? Theirs is near a parallel caſe 
to that before us—They do not bear arms—yet I have never 
heard any complaint againſt them on that account. Have the 
colonies ſuffered by this pacific diſpoſition ? or don't we, to 
their great credit, find their province of Penſilvania in a moſt, 


I was going to ſay in a more flouriſhing condition than ſame o- 


thers? And as, I am conyinced it is- the intereſt of this nation 
to increaſe its ſtrength and power, by increaſing the number 
of its ſubjects, eſpecially ſuch as are ſober and induſtrious, in 


America; and as it is notorious. that our laws do not compel 


all Engliſh ſubjects to do perſonal ſervice. in time of war; ſo 
it is my opinion, that it would be inconſiſtent with our prin- 
eiples of policy to reject the conſideration of ſuch promiſing 


b 


| | =... 


oo Wt” L0G gh 


8 


P * * . FR" n 8 
| — - 7 0 — 
- - 8 3 Ry TO * — r — — E 
. — — > . * 2 = 
% * — —— , * — — — p — 
2 22 <<; —— SIGN Lew” 3 — 2 * * * * ©" 1 r . — 3 55 2 2 — 
* K . =. "A" >>. F.2% 1Y 2 * — . = . = — — 
* De —— Tb: EE I © 
o HEIRS Non BITES 3 


. 
and beneficial propoſals; and that the petition ought to be 
committed; that the petitioners may be permitted to ſupport 
their allegations; and then only be diſmiſſed, if they can't 
anſwer ſuch objections, as ſhall be raiſed, to the full ſatisfaction 
of this hon. aſſembly. : | e 
This argument was farther purſued by the ſenator Pompo- 
nius Atticus, who obſerved, that the difficulties, which had 
been ſtarted againſt this petition's going into a committee, could 
ſurely have no weight with thoſe who take time to conſider of 
perſons and circumſtances, before they condemn them. For 
my part, continued this honourable gentleman, I think it 

ought to be our firſt care to ſecure theſe people to our intereſt. 
Their numbers and wealth muſt increaſe our power and ſtrength 
in our colonies; and when they have made improvements, and 
have their families and poſſeſſions to defend, it will be their 
own concern; they will never give up all to the ſword of a 
tyrannical invader. Nature itſelf will prompt them to repel 
force by force, as the ſtory goes of the Quaker, who, un 
a privateer ſailing down upon him, hailed the enemy, and told 
him, that, though he intended him no harm, he was inclined 
to fire upon him, unleſs he would keep out of his way; which 
being not ſufficient to oblige the privateer to alter his courſe, 
and the mate truſting to the ſtrength of the ſhip, and aſking the 
Quaker, his maſter, leave to run the privateer down, was at 
firſt anſwered with a pretty deal of confuſion, that he would 
have nothing to do with it ; but when the Quaker obſerved 
his man at the helm ſteer wrong, he cried out, Friend John, if 
thou art maliciouſly inclined, thou muſt ſteer larboard ; and, 
by ſteering larboard under full fail, he ran the privateer down, 
and ſent her to the bottom of the fea. 5 
I. Junius Brutus, concurring with the motion, delivered 
himſelf after this manner: Sir, the hon. gentleman, who has 
declared againft committing the petition of the Moravian bre- 
thren, I am confident, had not conſidered the force of thoſe 
arguments urged in their favour by the hon. gentleman, who 
ſpoke firſt ; becauſe,. as he is a friend to religion, I ſhould 
have expected from his candour, leſs warmth and oppoſition to 
the petition, - and againſt the profeſſion of a ſet of people, who, 
of all other chriſtians, conform the neareft to our happy church- 
_ conſtitution. But I hope what has been and remains to be ſaid 
will evince that theſe people do not attempt to bring in a new | 
religion amongſt us, —The tragic hiſtory of their famous mar- 
tyrs John Huſs and Jerome of Prague, is known to every body. 
— The intercourſe of their brethren with our country, for yr 


[1s] 

moſt fourcenturies, from the dawning of the reformation, by 
the preaching of Wickliffe in England, Their epiſcopal con- 
ſtitution,.— The correſpondence of their biſhops with ours, — 
Their ſucceſſion, their diſcipline, their morals, and, above all, 
their faith, ſhould recommend and endear them to every true 
Engliſhman, who is ſincerely attached to the eſtabliſhed church 
of his country. It was a diſtinguiſhing principle of piety and 
charity in the reign of king Edward VI. to aſſiſt the foreign 
proteſtants, and to receive them with all poſſible tenderneſs and 
compaſſion, and to put them into the methods of life, when 


they in great numbers came over to ſeek liberty and ſafety, 
Wales 


without nicely examining into the reaſons of abandoning their 
native countries. And, what is worthy of your preſent atten- 
tion, they were allowed to form themſelves into diſtinct con- 


| gregations, and to have their own paſtors,” and the rites of re- 


ligion that were moſt familiar to them, till by degrees they 


ſhould become capable of underſtanding our way of worſhip, 
and of their own accord fall into it. For they were ſo well 
© Inclined to epiſcopal government, that they ſeem all to have 

ſubmitted to one chief ſuperintendent John a Laſco, a Polo- 
nian nobleman; and to whoſe memory the petitioners pay the 
greateſt regard, deriving their eſtabliſnment, in this kingdom, 


rom him; which, I hope, will ſatisfy the gentlemen in the 


Oppoſition that the Moravian church is neither a new religion, 
newly ſprung up, nor were they unknown to our forefathers, 
whoſe wiſdom and zeal protected them and provided for 


It was hinted, they have multiplied greatly in numbers, in 
all countries where they ſpread. —A circumſtance, fo far from 
being treated to their diſadvantage, that, I humbly preſume, 
It ſhould engage us to be more ready to admit their petition : 
this Lam clear in, their numbers can never be too great for a 
country of the extent of the Britiſh colonies. in America.—Nor 


am I able to diſcern, how obedience to the authority of their 


church can be accounted a crime; if it is a fault in that gen- 
tleman's opinion, I doubt not but the majority of this aſſembly 


: wiſheth, that all our people were guilty of the ſame.——As. 
for the motion, for a proviſion to hinder theſe people from 
making converts, and to puniſn thoſe who join in communion 
with them, I muſt declare my opinion, it is directly contrarß 
tothe laws of the land; we muſt either not receive them, or, 
if we admit them to partake of the privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, 
we muſt grant them all the liberty of conſcience to which all 
other Britiſh ſubjects are intifled. And, therefore, I join in 


5 | opinion 
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[16] ; 
opinion with the honourable ſenators that are for referring it to 
the conſideration of a committee. IT 4 1 7 „ Wee 1 

On the 14th of March, 1748-9, 1 


the report of the committee, and delivered himſelf to the fol- 
lowing effect. | 
known by the ſtile of Unitas Fratrum, is an antient, apoſtoli- 
cal, and epiſcopal church ; that it was originally planted by 


the Greek church, and has been acknowledged as ſach by the 


ſynod of Conſtantinople, ſo lately as in the year 1740, whoſe 
commendatory letters to the dignitaries of the eaſtern churches, 
in favour of theſe brethren, are here before us; as are, alſo, 


the vouchers of their orthodoxy, ſigned and ſealed by the ſy- 
nod of Lyſſa in Great Poland, on Feb. 10th, 1683, and pre- 
ſented to K. Charles II. whereby it is proved, that having re- 
ſiqſted all the attacks of the Roman ſee for above ſeven hundred 
years, and obliged to withdraw from their native countries of 
Bohemia and Moravia, where the power of popery greatly 


prevailed, they have preſerved the purity of the Chriſtian do- 


ctrine, and their apoſtolical rites and epiſcopal conſtitution in ; 
the greater Poland and Poliſh Pruffia ; for which, we find, the 
learned and truly pious archbiſhop Cranmer and biſhop Latimer, 


martyrs for the proteſtant faith, reſpected them much; beſides 
the many teltimonies we have of the ſame regard paid them by 
Luther, Calvin, Bucer, and other eminent reformers at home 


and abroad; and, afterwards, by the whole bodies of Luthe- 


trans and Calviniſts, who united with theſe brethren in the ſynod 


of Sendomir in Great Poland in 1570.— What has been ſaid 


of their beirig known in England in the days of Wickliffe, and 
of their kind reception under king Edward VI. is inconteftable ; 


and, it further appeareth, that our ſovereigns of later years, 


namely, king Charles IT. and his late majeſty, king George I. 


the defenders of our faith, thought them worthy of their royal 


protection, by the letters patents which they granted for the 
fupport of this epiſcopal church, reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs 
by the perſecutions which the ſtedfaſtneſs of their faith had ex- 


poſed them to in Poland, Bohemia, and Moravia; and, fince 


it may be preſumed, that, next unto divine providence, theſe f 
brethren do owe their very being and exiſtence to that ſeaſon- 
able aid they have had from hence, ſhall we, can we, deny our 
petitioners, the church, that has, as it were, ſprung out of 
their aſnes, and, from the blood of their martyrs, the liberty 

to ſettle amongſt us, to incorporate with us, and to improve 


our colonies with their labour and riches, as well as the purity 


of their doctrine and good morals, at the expence of thoſetwo' 


{mall 


g O--— read 


It has been made appear, that the church, 


1171 


ſmall requeſts or privileges which they aſk ; at a time theſame 

providence, which ſo wonderfully preſerved them, has raiſed 
them to a flouriſhing ſtate, and enabled them to make conſide- 
rable ſettlements in Germany, to the amount of (I will not lay 
for certain, but) a prodigious ſum; and, to do the like in 
theſe dominions, out of a point of gratitude, and without any 
charge to the government? 

Nor do I conceive it can be amiſs to obſerve, how much the 
elector of Saxony and the king of Pruſſia endeavour to gain 
theſe brethren to ſettle in their reſpective countries. Their 
predeceſſors have always, for two hundred years paſt, granted 
them an aſylum, and free liberty to exerciſe their religion; 
and, the reigning princes .of thoſe countries, have lately re- 
newed their friendſhip, and invited them into their dominions 
and they have actually made ſeveral ſettlements in Sileſia. But 
as the continual increaſe of their numbers,' by fugitives from 
Bohemia and Moravia, or by converts from other parts, might 
probably alarm ſome of the German powers, by appearing too 
conſiderable a body, theſe brethren have, from time to time, 
at their own charge entirely, ſent conſiderable numbers of their 
people into his majeſty's plantations in America; where, I, 
myſelf, amongſt others, can teſtify, that they are an inoffen- 
ſive, ſober, quiet, and«induftrious people; and where they 
would have already made much larger ſettlements, had the 
at firſt been properly encouraged, and not laboured under ſome 
aſperſions, through prejudice, arifing from the falſe informa- 
tions of their enemies. 

And I am well informed, that chis petition from an epiſco- 
pal-church to be exempt from bearing arms, and to be allow- 
ed their affirmation inſtead of an oath, does not proceed from 
the ſaid brethren's holding it any wiſe unlawful to take an oath, 
or to bear arms, which they do not teach; but it ariſeth from 
a defire to free thoſe men of their communion from any com- 
pulſion in ſuch like caſes, who are ſcrupulous about theſe 

ints. 

This being 4 and confirmed in every point by ſevered 
others, who ſpoke to the ſame effect, the b— was ordered to 
be prepared; and it was likewiſe ordered to print the report, 
and the moſt conſiderable of the vouchers relating to England, 

and extracts of the reſt. | 

March 21ft, 1748-9. Upon ig the b-— the ſecond 
time, the prefident informed the h—» that, upon a careful 
peruſal, he had found the b— contian more than could be pro- 
pony underſtood by the title, as it contained the ſame exemp- 

| C tions 
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tions in Great Britain and Ireland, as the title ſeemed to con- 
fine within the Britiſh plantations in America. But he referred 


itto ] g—— O-—>, for the reaſons of this extent of the 
privileges petitioned for by the Unitas Fratrum. 

g— O-—, therefore, ſubſumed, and ſpoke to the 
following effect. Unleſs the exemption. of taking an oath 
be extended to all the Britiſh. dominions, we do not en the 
brethren a true and effectual encouragement to ſettle in our co- 
lonies ; becauſe any limitation in this point will oblige them to 
tranſport their people from Holland, which would be not 
inconvenient for.them, but prejudicial to the trade and navi- 
gation of this kingdom; as we muſt thereby Joſe the profits 
_ ariſing from their ſtores of proviſions, and other neceſſaries on 
thoſe occaſions ; or elſe it will lay them under this inconſiſten- 
cy, to be ſubject to thoſe very difficulties here, from which we 

exempt them in the Britiſh dominions in America. Beſides, 1 

- Conceive that the ſame law which exempts them from taking an 
_ cath in the Britiſh colonies in America, does imply the ſame 
privilege throughout all the Britiſh dominions ; becauſe thoſe 


colonies are ſubject to our laws, and appeals are frequently 


made from their courts to ours in England. But willing to ob- 
viate every diſpute about ſuch things, which might ariſe from 


the ambiguity of an act, and which would be very diſagree- 
able to them, it has been thought moſt adviſable to mention 


expreſly in the b— what only appears impliculy in the title, 
ſo as to encourage them, without any reſtraint, to make ſuch 


ſettlements, to found ſuch ſeminaries, and to make ſuch regu- 


lations in every port and place within theſe dominions as they 
ſhall think proper, for the reception of their German brethren, 
and for providing them with every thing neceſſary, as people 


do that are at full liberty on their own eſtate, and for enabling 
them to traffic, and to exerciſe their reſpective trades and call- 


iogs, which in the end muſt conduce greatly to the intereſt of 
the whole nation. We cannot preſcribe to them, who ſhall 


go to America, nor can we oblige them to tranſport all their 


German brethren to come here to Join _ them. —Fhat 
muſt be left to their diſcretion. 


Theſe reaſons appeared fo duet to the whole 8 | 


that the b— paſſed without any alteration. However, it had 

like to have met with a different fate in the h—— of , 
where it was taken into conſideration on the 26th of April, 

1749. When > 


C. Plinius Cæcilius introduced the debate, with a ade 


* tion that he had no objed ion againſt the ſubject matter of ” 
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[ 19 ] 
act before them; but that he would ſtate ſome particulars, 


which he apprehended ought to be amended in the manner of 
wording it. — The title and preamble, ſaid that noble 1 WP 


relate only to the encouragement of the Unitas Fratrum in 


America; but the enaQting part extends the privilege of the 


_ affirmation to Great Britain and Ireland alſo, Whereas, I am 


of opinion, that, ſhould the proceedings made in America, up- 
on a ſingle affirmation, be made valid in our courts, when 
tranſmitted here, it would ſufficiently anſwer the purpoſes of 
the b—, although the affirmation ſhould be confined to the 


Britiſh American colonies only. Again; the exemption from 


bearing arms is both without a precedent, and, I fear, may be 


productive of many bad conſequences, if it be not particularly 
confined to the Moravian brethren ; for, it may be conſtrued 
to extend to hinder the preſſing of men in time of war for the 


public ſervice ; and if ſo, what muſt be done in caſe our Britiſh 
ſubjects ſhould join with them, and ſkreen themſelves under 
the privileges of theſe brethren. And, thirdly, I think the 
very manner of wording this b— is capable of miſleading the 


people, who hope for the benefit of this act; for ſhould they 


rely on the certificate as a ſufficient evidence of itſelf, when 


produced, without any other evidence to prove that ſuch cer- 


tificate is duly executed, I apprehend no judge would, from 


that clauſe, think himſelf obliged to take notice of it; except 
the execution of ſuch certificate by the biſhop or paſtor ſhould 
be proved by a witneſs upon oath, which may not eaſily be 


procured, It alſo might be difficult for them to prove, who is 
the neareſt biſhop or paſtor in America; or, more difficult to 
prove, who is the neareſt to Weſtminſter-hall. Indeed, the 


laſt clauſe, which requires the leaving the hand and ſeal of their 


biſhop or paſtor with the board of trade, ſeems, in ſome mea- 
ſare, to obviate this difficulty, and to oblige the judge to take 
cognizance of the hand and ſeal of the biſhop ; but, I muſt 


add, that this is a proceeding unknown to our laws: our courts 
of juſtice take no cognizance of the ſeals or certificates of our 
own biſhops, except in cafes of marriages, or, where they 
have immediate juriſdiction; in which caſes, their certificates 


are in the nature of records, and decrees of other courts, and, 


as ſuch, they are admitted in evidence. In all other caſes, 
where our biſhops have no juriſdiction, their acts muſt be 
proved in the ſame manner as the acts of all other men; and, 


if the law takes no cognizance of the ſeals of our own biſhops, 


much leſs does it of thoſe of foreigners ; as we may exemplify 
in many caſes, during the LEE popery in this land; for 


even 
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even then, if a perſon was a monk in a foreign monaſtery, he | 


was never allowed to prove himſelf ſuch by the certificate of 
the foreign abbot, and was always obliged to be tried as a lay- 


man, becauſe there was no poſſibility of proving himſelf to be 


a monk, in the eye of our law. Therefore, inſtead of a 
certificate, I refer it to your conſideration, whether it would 


not be more advantageous for the parties concerned in this act 
to be examined in the nature of a Voet Dire, whether he be, or 
be not a member of ſuch a church, before he ſhould be per- 


mitted to be examined in chief „ dad 0 be liable to the ſame 
penalty as one that is perjured, in caſe he ſhould falſely affirm 


himſelf to be a member of that church, when, in fact, he 1 is 


not. 
M. T. Cicero replied: I preſume that the b— before us has 


been well conſidered, drawn with the greateſt care, and com- 


municated to the brethren by their deputies, who cannot an- 
ſwer what effect any alterations may have upon the minds of 
their conſtituents, whoſe gratitude for the act already paſſed in 


their favour, and the great idea they conceive of Britiſh liber- _ 
ty, diſpoſe them to become Britiſh ſubjects; and, whether this 
15 not an obje& worth the granting of thoſe privileges, I _ ö 


mit to the wiſdom of this h 
As to the objection againſt the affirmation extending to 


Great Britain and Ireland; it ought to be conſidered, that all 


law-ſuits commenced in America, for ſome certain ſums, may 
be appealed or brought to England, after they are come to a 
decree or end judgment ; ſo that the ſentence juſtly. given in 


America, upon their affirmation, muſt be void here, if their 


ſaid affirmation cannot be given in evidence in England.— Be- 
tides, ſuch an exception would greatly embarraſs thoſe who 


ſhould be appointed to defend the juſt rights of their brethren _ 


in England, by commiſſion from America; and put them in 
a much worſe condition than either Jews or Papiſts under our 


laws, for they are permitted to ſwear, the one on the Old Teſta- 
ment, the other on the Goſpels, in all civil matters; and, as the 


laws of all nations allow the evidence of every people,when aver- 


ed upon their own country gods, and given according to the rites 
af their reſpective nations, ſhall it be ſaid that Great Britain, 
a country under chriſtian government, did ever refuſe to ad- 
mit the ſolemn affirmation of chriſtians and proteſtants, and 
given in the preſence of almighty God in England, though the 
legiſlature accepts of it in America? which, in my humble 
opinion, is a tacit inſinuation, that God is more I in our 


colonies than . ou arſelves. þ 
Nor 


[211 


Nor am I for abridging this privilege, ſo as to confine it to 
"Germans only; becauſe ſuch a limitation would preſently de- 
| prive the brethren of thoſe privileges they ſo earneſtly requeſt. 
We are not 8 into their articles of faith; but, I dare 
ſay, that, whether his faith be well grounded or not, no man 
will ſettle himſelf in a country for conſcience ſake, where his 
ſon, by being born there, ſhall loſe. the privilege granted to 
his father; or, where the man himſelf, after ſeven years con- 
tinuance therein, ſhall be deprived of thoſe advantages by be- 
coming an Engliſhman, which he had a right to before he was 
ſuch.———Again, to conſider this argument, in regard to thoſe 
who may join themſelves to theſe brethren; any one who 
1s a chrittian muſt know, that, as ſuch, he cannot refuſe to 
admit into his communion thoſe who defire to be chriſtians. 
But the diſcipline of the Moravian church is ſo well inſtituted 
for preventing irregularities, that it cannot be ſuppoſed calcu- 
lated to gain many converts; except it ſhould be granted that 
the world, in this age, is ſuddenly inclined to renounce the 
joys and pleaſures of this life; and, by this limitation, we ſhall 
not lay ſo great a reſtraint on them, as upon thoſe few, who 
may chuſe to embrace their doctrines and way of life: and, 
ſhall an Engliſhman be deprived of the liberty of publickly 
avowing the ſentiments of his ſoul ?——Beſides, I cannot ap- 
prehend how it is poſſible to word ſuch a limitation; if it be 
expreſſed by confining the privileges to the German-born bre- 
thren, you exclude every Bohemian, Pole, &c. as alſo all the' 
French, Italians, and other foreign proteſtants in their com- 
munion, and who will naturally remove into ſuch places where 
they can enjoy the moſt ſafety and, liberty. If we except, in 
general, the ſubjects of Great Britain, all foreigners fall under 
that denomination, during their abode in theſe dominions ; 
and, if we ſhould limit the exception to the native. born ſub. 
jects of Great Britain, we exclude their children born amongſt 
us; if we forbid the Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh to join with 
them, we ſhall prohibit the converſion of the Engliſh, Scotch, 
and Iriſh papiſts by their miniſtry ; and, in a word, we ſhall 
ſtrike at the act of toleration, which gives liberty to all of 
chuſing their opinion, r 
I alſo am for retaining the clauſe about the certificates, for I 
think, as it ſtands, it is a very proper regulation; and, in- 
deed, a reſtriction impoſed upon the brethren, by thoſe whe 
wiſhed to bind them down, in ſuch a manner, as to be always 
able to know the certain ſtate of their church, by obliging 
them to regiſter their biſhops and paſtors at the board of * ; 
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ſo that to take away, or to alter this clauſe, is, in effect, to 
leſſen the authority of the government: and, I ſhall only add, 

this clauſe alſo, as it ſtands, will effectually prevent any from 


pretending to their privileges, Who are not really of the bre- 
thren ; for the biſhops and paſtors become anſwerable not to 
grant certificates to any, who are not of their church. 

M. Agrippa then gave it as his opinion, alſo, that he could 
not apprehend any inconveniency to the ſtate, to privilege an 
induſtrious, opulent, and conſcientious people, who ſcruple to 
take an oath, to give their affirmation inſtead thereof, through- 
out all his majeſty's Britiſh dominions.—No inconveniency has 
riſen from the ſame privilege granted to the Quakers ; and, I 
remember, that, in the debate on the act for making their af- 
firmation perpetual, it was my opinion, that this privilege 
ought to be granted them for our own benefit, as well as for 
ſatisfying their conſciences, becauſe caſes might happen in 
which their evidence would be neceſſary. How far I was right 
in my argument, a caſe, that happened ſoon after, plainly 
juſtified. The late duke of Newcaſtle's will was witneſſed by 


Dr. Heathcoat, who was a Quaker; and as he ſcrupled to take 


an oath, the ſaid will could not have been proved, and, con- 
Tequently, the preſent duke of Newcaſtle muſt have loſt his 


eſtate, if the doctor's affirmation could not have been received 
in evidence thereof.— It is true, our prelates ſtrenuouſly oppo- | 
fed the ſaid at; but, being convinced that no inconvenience 
has riſen from it, and that the making of the Quakers affirma- 
tion perpetual has proved a public benefit, I find they are all 
united in favour of the b before us. 729 


Nor do I apprehend the leaſt hazard to the ate from the 


other part of the b—, which is to exempt the brethren from 
bearing arms. It may be, that there may be many amongſt 
_ thoſe peaceable people, who do not chuſe to fight, yet, I am 


confident, felf-preſervation is ſo ingrafted into the conſtitution 


of every mortal, that it will teach them to defend their lives 


and properties, or, to procure others to do it for thein, if 
they are not willing to do it themſelves; and I can give you 


an inſtance of this very nature in a man, who afterwards made 


himſelf very well known to the public; this was the late fir 
Charles Wager, who in his youthful days, being mate of a 


| ſhip, commanded by a Quaker, was attacked homeward bound 


from America, by a French privateer. At firſt the Quaker 


called, and teld the Frenchman, that he had no inclination to 
fight, and that he would do him no damage, provided he 
would alter his courſe ; but finding the enemy bore down more 


and 
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and more re upon him, and that his property was in danger, he 


added, Friend, I perceive that thou art not well inclined, and 


I adviſe thee to take care of what thou art about; for though 


I will not fight thee myſelf, perhaps my man Charles will ; 
accordingly, Charles was ordered to fight the ſhip, and took 


the privateer, which was the foundation of his fortune. — It 


may alſo be obſerved, that the principle of not fighting does 
not make many converts, and ſoon wears out. In the laſt cen- 
tury, there was a ſort of Anabaptiſts in the canton of Berne, 
who took up this doctrine of not bearing arms; a doctrine di- 
rectly contrary to the policy of that republick, whoſe depen- 


_ dence is very much upon war; and, having obtained leave to 


withdraw themſelves, many of them ſettled in America, be- 
came a very uſeful people, and, I am informed, have now 


entirely loſt their fcruples about bearing of arms. 1 wiſn 
our Moravian brethren may ſucceed in making many converts 
in America; but, I am pretty ſure, that ſuch of them as ſeru- 


ple to defend themſelves, will find no proſely tes to a doctrine 


ſo repugnant to nature. 


I would not be interpreted i in any wiſe to ſpeak againſt the 


Quakers ; but, I can ſay more good of the brethren, whoſe. 


excellent ſcheme. i is not ſo narrow, nor ſo ſtiff, as that of other 


proteſtants. I may compare it to a caſting-net over all Chri · 
ſtendom, to take in all denominations of Chriſtians : if you 
like epiſcopacy, they have it; if you chuſe the preſpytery of 
Luther, or of Calvin, they have that alſo z if you delight in 
| Quakeriſm, there is a people amongſt them that have ſome- 
thing of that, and of every denomination of chriſtians, except 
Popery. And, I am to Sera that had our reformers in 


England had only half the ſenſe, and followed this plan of the 


brethren, inſtead of quarrelling amongſt themſelves, their en- 


deavours would have produced: much better effects. 

As for the antiquity of this epiſcopal church, I do not r- 
I know how old it is; but we have a clear account of its ex- 
iſtence for above one hundred years before our reformation; 


that they ſtrove zealoufly againſt popery, and that their mar- 
_ tyrs, John Huſs and Jerome of Prague, did ſuffer for the ſame, 


and (to the eternal ſhame of the emperor Sigiſmund, who 
broke his ſafe conduct) were burnt at Conſtance in the years 


1415 and 14163 nor am I certain whether thoſe two martyrs 
would have ſcrupled taking up arms in their own defence. 
But what I know, and what is moſt material for us to con- 

ſider, is, we greatly want to ſettle: our colonies: and every 


man, who is poſſeſſed of any art, or has any ſubſtance to car- 
ry 


— Int — 


1244 
ry thither, is a ſubject to be encouraged: and ſhall we then 
demur, and raiſe difficulties againſt the admiſſion of an antient 
proteſtant, epiſcopal church; a numerous, quiet, induſtrious, 
good, and wealthy people, who defire only two little privi- 
leges for ſuch of them, who have tender conſciences? I could 


wiſh they would all come over, and ſettle here, or in our 


American plantations. ' 8 

As for thoſe clauſes intended to aſcertain ſuch people as 
claim the privileges of this church, I am of opinion, that as 
the Quakers are not obliged, when their affirmation is tender- 
ed to them, to bring any proof of their being Quakers, but 
are admitted as ſuch upon their own affirmation, and no in- 


convenience has proceeded from it; ſo the Moravian brethren . 


need not bring any certificate, but ſhould alſo be admitted, as 


ſach, upon their own affirmation. Nor could there remain 


any difficulty in the b—, ſhould theſe clauſes be entirely 
dropped. 9 2 + +43 | 

Theſe reaſons and illuftrations of facts ſeemed to remove 
all objections to the affirmation, and exemption of bearing 
arms; but, 1 H x replied, that he could not come into 


that motion of dropping thoſe clauſes, by which the members 


of the brethren were intended to be aſcertained; becauſe he 


apprehended, that thoſe clauſes would be neceſſary both for 


the brethren themſelves, who being a formed ſociety, could 


not allow any man ſhould be at liberty to declare himſelf to be- 


long to them, whom they had no reaſon to acknowledge for 
a member of their church; and for the government, ſince 
without ſuch a method it could not be certainly known who 
might have a juſt title to thoſe privileges, which may be grant - 
ed by the act; and, therefore, he added, though I am not as 


yet prepared to ſhew how the difficulties, which have been 


| ſlated by one of the noble l, may be properly removed; yet 


it is my opinion, that theſe clauſes ought to remain a part of 
the b—; and J hope an expedient will be found to ſatisfy all 


parties 


I S—— purſued this argument; and gave it as his opi- 
nion, that the firſt clauſe aſſerted no foreign juriſdict ion at all, 
but was intended only to prove, that the perſon, who claims 
the privileges of the act is a real member of ſuch a ſociety or 
church; and a certificate of this kind is no more than an affi- 
davit, common in England, in parallel caſes, which hath no 
connection with thoſe certificates mentioned by a certain noble 
12, as never to have obtained credit in the preſent, or even 


in the Romiſh ti mes; becauſe they always ſuppoſe properties, 
| 1 : "3 
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or men's lives, or other reaſons foreign to the queſtion in de- 
| bate ; and, therefore, joined with the noble 1— that ſpoke 


laſt, for retaining the clauſes about the certificates, as part of 


e b—. To | | 
T. Maximus Caledonius corroborated all that had been ad- 
vanced in favour of the b—. I think the requeſts of the pe- 
titioners are extremely reaſonable ; and, that the acquiring of 
| ſuch a good and conſcientious people is an unqueſtionable be- 
nefit, not to the colonies only, bat to theſe nations in general; 


beſides, I am of opinion, we grant them very little, if any 


thing at all. I muſt pay a great regard to the antiquity and 
excellency of this church; and to its diſcipline, univerſality, 
and charity, which receives proteſtants of every denomination 
into its communion. As to the particular privilege of the af- 
firmation, let me remark, that the affirmation, recited in the 
act, is a more ſolemn oath, than any form of an oath uſed in 
England. I ſhould even prefer it to the form of the oath in my 
_ own country; for the ſtricteſt definition of an oath, I appre- 
hend, is an affirmation made in the preſence of almighty God, 
and calling on him to be a witneſs to the truth of what is then 
ſolemnly declared. —Again, as to the exemption from bearing 
arms, as long as they are willing to pay in lieu thereof, I am 


for diſpenſing with them in this point,alſo ; which, I ſuppoſe, 


ariſeth from a ſcrupuloſity, which once actuated the anabap- 


tiſts of Switzerland, about fifty years ago; and may probably 


ſubſide in ſucceſs of time, as a certain noble Id has obſer- 
ved, it has already done with them in America. And, third- 


ly, the clauſes about certificates appear to me to be a wiſe re- 


gulation, not to be mended by the alterations propoſed. Nor 


can J imagine any judge will admit of ſuch a certificate, before 


he, in courſe, has aſked the perſon, who claims the privileges 


contained therein, whether he be a real member of the Mora- 


vian church? Whether he will declare it in the preſence of al- 
mighty God ? And,, whether he can take his affirmation about 
the truth of the matter contained in the ſaid certificate? What 
then ſhould hinder this clauſe from ſtanding as a part of this 


Q.F bius Maximus confirmed the ſame opinion, and further 


added, That it appeared to be an eaſy matter for the people, 
who ſcrupled the taking an oath, to give their affirmation to 
the truth of the certificate; and that, in caſe the certificate comes 
from America to England, it can eaſily be atteſted, by the 
board of trade, in whoſe office the hand-writing and ſeal of 
ſuch biſhops and paſtors, as are * to grant certificates, 
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Are left; or by the paſtors of the brethren, who are ſettled in 


London, Yorkſhire, &c. | 


But Cn. Domitius Calvinus, not being ſatisfied, declared in 


a few words, 'That the matter in debate was of the higheſt con- 


ſequence; that therefore it ought to be well conſidered; and 
that he was of opinion, ſome check ought to be put upon à 
people, who ſcruple to take up arms in the defence of a coun- 


try that receives them, and is to venture the lives of its natu- 


ral born ſubjects for their protection. 
However, my ld 8s infiſted, that there could no 
ſuch inconveniency ariſe from the certificates, as ſome had in- 
ſinuated; for, as he added, it is cuſtomary in ſome pariſh ca- 


ſes, and on other occaſions, for perſons that are neither the 
miniſter, nor the church-warden, to give certificates or affida- 

vits in their names; as alſo in caſes where perſons are impow- 
ered to receive money; and, therefore, why ſhould theſe cer- 


tificates meet with ſo much oppoſition, eſpecially as the claufes 
are not made better by any of the amendments propoſed ? 
And as for the difficulty of knowing which paſtor is neareſt to 


Weſtminſter-hall; I know, ſaid he, the brethren have paſtors 
in Yorkſhire, and in London, which removes that objection. 


I- B—;, having confirmed all that had been urged in fa- 


vour of the clauſes as they ſtood, added, that it was his opi- 
nion the ſaid clauſes had been well confidered beforehand 3 
and that the difficulties, now ſtarted againſt them, did not ap- 


„ 


pear to him of any great weight. pt "i 
* Upon which Cn. Domitius Calvinus affured their I- dps, 


that he had no intention to oppoſe the b—, which protnifed {6 


advantageous an addition to the Britiſh colonies, and to this na- 


tion; neither was he deſirous to drop the clauſes in debate: 


but, ſaid he, I'm ſtill of opinion, that ſome amendment ought 


to be made; for whoever claims the privileges contained in 


on a „ 


the act, by producing ſuch a certificate, 'as the firſt claule re- 


ires, ſhould alſo himſelf be bound to take his affirniation, 


hae the certificate had been duly executed; orproduce rn 
ich 


evidence of the truth of the matter contained therein: Which 
is ſo reaſonable, that I am perſuaded the deputies of the bre- 
thren will make no manner of difficulty to agree to it. 
But this did not prevent the l b— of W—r—ft—r's de- 
livering his * concerning theſe people, and their caſe.— 
If, ſaid he, a friend to the h, and to the people 


who petition for it —Our Moravian brethreh are an antient 
epiſcopal church, which preſerved: itfelf from the errors of 
| PoPery in the molt hazardous times, as might be proved, was 
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ft neceſſary, in this noble aſſembly, to relate the many and 


reat ſufferings it has undergone, on that account, for the four 
aft centuries. Of all proteſtants, they come the neareſt to 


the eſtabliſhed church of this kingdom, in their doctrine and 


conſtitution. And, tho' the enemy has perſecuted them from 
ſeveral quarters, the ſoundneſs of their faith, and the purity of 
their morals, have defended them from any imputation of po- 


pery and immorality; neither of which has ever been laid to 


their charge by their moſt inveterate perſecutors. And as they 
are proved to be a quiet, induſtrious, and wealthy people, 1 


| humbly tary their ſettling in a country, where good mo- 


rals are ſo much wanting, will be a great advantage to us, and 
engage every one, that wiſhes well to his own country, to look 
upon this act to be a wiſe and beneficial regulation. I am no 
ways apprehenſive, that the granting the two privileges requeſt- 
ed by the brethren, for their ſcrupulous members, can be at- 
tended with any inconveniency to this nation. And as thoſe 
two points don't make a part of the doctrine of their church, 
I dare ſay, they will in time drop more eaſily, and be quite 


forgot. Beſides, I can't help thinking, that the other mem- 


bers of the church, who do not ſcruple to defend themſelves, 


and yet have ſo much love for their weak brethren, as to pray 


a forbearance with them in theſe two points, will alſo take care 


to defend them in time of neceſſity.— The two clauſes ſo much 


debated, as they were not inſerted to oblige the brethren, but 
at the requeſt of the board of trade, as I am crediby informed, 
have been acquieſced to by the brethren, to gratify the go- 
vernment, who, by this means, will be able at all times to 


aſcertain the numbers and power of this people ; and to pre- 


vent any ſcandalous perſons aſſuming their name, and laying 


| claim to their une when they have no right thereto. 
Therefore, if the certificate, and the enrolling the biſhops and 


N of the Moravian brethren at the board of trade is an 
hardſhip, it falls upon the petitioners; and if they have no- 
thing to object, we may ſafely agree to it. Nor can I help 
expreſſing my concern, ſhould this b— ſuffer, or even be de- 
layed, for the ſake of ſo wiſe a regulation; eſpecially after it 
has been read twice without any oppoſition, and the fees have 


been paid. I therefore hope the clauſes may be admitted to 
| ſtand as they do, without any alteration ; which otherwiſe 


might keep the brethren in ſuſpence ; or be a means to hinder 


them from making uſe of the firſt ſeaſon to ſend over a part of 


their people to our colonies in America. 


3 - 


C. Plinius Czcilius, not content with what had been ſaid in 
„ "7 oF. - favour 
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favour of the b—, as then worded, urged, that a clauſe Would 


be inſerted to puniſh any one who ſhould anſwer falſely and 
corruptly to a judge or magiſtrate concerning the certificate, 


as in the caſe of perjury ; which puniſhment, his | p in- 
ſiſted, ought to be mentioned expreſsly in the law, or there 
could be no ſecurity. 

Then Cn. Domitius Calvinus moved, that the committee 
might be adjourned; and ſaid, he did not doubt but that all 
parties, in the next committee, would agree to ſuch altera- 
tions, as ſnould be found proper for the ſecurity of the ſtate, 
and to the ſatisfaction of the deputies of the Moravian church. 

The next committee on the iſt of May, 1749, was openad, 
by reading the clauſe of exemption from bearing of arms; after 
which my 1-d H x ſpoke to the following effe& : — I 
don't preſume to correct or amend what was ſo well and judi- 
cioully ſtated in the Jaſt committee; but as the poſt, which 1 
have the honour to hold, calls upon me to conſider the ſubject 
in debate with more extrao:divary attention, Ithink it my du- 
ty to deliver my thoughts about it with the greateſt freedom, 
But, before I enter upon the enacting part, it is my opinion, 
| that before any one raiſeth objections againſt a b —, or deſires 
to confider them, when made, he ought firſt of all to weigh 
well the general tendency or aim tliereof, whether it be to the 
utility and welfare of the common weal; for, if it don't an- 
ſwer that good end, the moſt minute objections are of weight, 
and deſerve a ſerious diſcuſſion: but if it be, we ought to pay 
no greater regard to the moſt important objections, than to 
make them ſerve to put the matter in debate under ſome bet- 
ter regulation, without endeavouring by any means to over- 
throw it. 

Now it is allowed, that the general aim of the act before us 
being to admit an induſtrious, quiet, and wealthy people to 
ſettle in our plantations in America, under certain privileges 
or exemptions ; both policy and chriſtian charity ſpeak in be- 
half of this aim: foraſmuch as the ſtrength and ſupport of our 
fleets, in a great meaſure, depends upon the well peopling of 
our colonies 3 which makes every propoſal for that end of the 
utmoſt importance to this nation, which ought to be always 
upon its guard againſt a neighbouring kingdom, jealous of our 
proſperity, ſnatching at all opportunities to aggrandize itſelf: 
and, tho' the want of toleration in religion, 1s a great diſad- 

vantage to them, endeavouring by all other ways and means 
to promote and encourage its colonies, with the ſame view to 
Arengthen their power by ſea : - thall we then in policy let flip 
any 
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any advantage in an affair of ſo great importance, and in 


"which our chriſtian liberty of conſcience gives us the prefe- 


rence? As to chriſtian charity, it calls upon us to ſupport, to 
the beſt of our power, a church ſo reſpectable for its antiqui- 
ty; ſo pure in its doctrine; ſo truly apoſtolic in its conſtitu- 
tion, and, what is of more weight with me, ſo remarkable 
for the good morals of its members; which, my 1-—ds, I am 
thoroughly convinced is the beſt proof and teſt of the inward 
purity of the Heart. Therefore I am for removing all obſta- 
cles, and for thankfully receiving ſuch a people under our pro- 
. tection, who have ſuffered ſo long, and ſo much, from th 


common enemy of all proteſtants. Vet, | 


I muſt confeſs, I have had ſome real objections againſt that 


clauſe in the enacting part, which is to exempt the brethren 


from bearing arms; objections which ſeem to be of no ſmall 
Importance. For it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that many good 
people in America will readily join with a church ſo much 
_ eſteemed for its decency, purity, and morality ; and if thoſe 
converts alſo ſhould ſcruple to bear arms, in caſe of need; 
"where ſhall one find a ſufficient force to defend our colonies, 


Incaſe of an invaſion, when the numerous body of the Mora- 
vian brethren, are abſolutely exempted by this act ?—In order 
to prevent this inconvenience, I had inſerted by an amendment, 
at the beginning of the clauſe of exemption from military ſer- 


vice, thinking it would be better to expreſs it in this manner: 


That every perſon, who is a member of the ſaid church, and 


who ſhall tranſplant himſelf, and reſide in any of his maje- 
_ © ſty's colonies in America, nis and HER POSTERITY POR 
© EVER.” But I have diſcovered greater difficulties in my 
amendment than thoſe I endeavour'd to obviate. And hav- 
ing alſo reflected that there is no word in this act, relating 
to ſoldiers and mariners, but only to thoſe who are ſummoned ; 
and that ſummoning is not our way of inliſting ſoldiers, every 
one being left to his own free choice whether he will ſerve the 

king in a military capacity, or not ; except in thoſe emergent 
| Caſes, when his majeſty is impowered to preſs men into his ſer- 


vice; and as in theſe caſes, I apprehend, the exemption of the 


brethren will be no ſufficient plea, I dropt my own amendment, 
and turned my thoughts upon the ſuppoſed detriment ſuch an 


__ exemption from perſonal ſervice in the militia might be to the 


, Colonies, whoſe chief ſtrength depends upon a proper regula- 


tion of this ſervice, and from which no doubt the brethren will 


Have a right to claim an exception by this act. But, tho' this 


objection carried the greateſt weight with me, I, upon mature 


con- 
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remove all difficulties ; which amendments his 1— . 
leave to read, as proper to be inſerted in the fecond part of 
the clauſe after theſe words, Shall produce a certificate, (add) 


[ 30 J 

conſideration, am convinced, that, as they oblige themſelyes 
to pay an equivalent in money, ſuch an exemption. can't pro- 
perly affect the militia. dei l 

Nor am I for limiting or reſtraining theſe privileges to the 
preſent brethren, and their ſole poſterity, who tranſplant them - 
ſelves to America from other parts; and denying them to thoſe 
who. may unite with them in the Britiſh dominions : Becauſe, 


| firſt, ſuch a Proviſo would render the end and purpoſe of the 


act entirely void and of none effect. Secondly, the difficulties 
that would follow a limitation of the privileges to the poſterity 
of the brethren, and the aſcertaining thoſe who ought to be in- 
titled to it, are inſurmountable, beſides the abſurdity of con- 


| fining the privileges to perſons inſtead of opinions; and be- 


cauſe, thirdly, This would be ſtriking at the root of toleration, 
of whoſe bleſſed effects we are very ſenſible; and conſequently 
it would alarm the Preſbyterians, Quakers, and all the va- 
rious perſuaſions of diſſenters, to ſee ſuch an inroad made into 


the liberty of conſcience, who might juſtly apprehend that the 


next ſtroke would be a total ſubvertion of the toleration act. 


 —— - Having thus declared myſelf a friend to the b—, I hear- 


tily deſire that the clauſe which diſcharges the brethren from 
being ſummoned to bear arms, or do military ſervice, may 


ſand and remain as it is, without any reſtraint 5 it being al- 
ways in the power of the legiſlature to remedy any inconve- 
niency, if any ſuch ſhould ariſe from ſuch an indulgence. 


Then this clauſe being agreed to the committee proceeded to 


the next, concerning the certificates, and the b—— of 
 W—-r—fer informed their 1I—ps, That notwithflanding 


this clauſe had been the ſubject of much debate in the former 
committee, he hoped that the amendments which he had to 
offer, and to which the deputies of our brethren of the Unitas 
Fratrum and their United Brethren had heartily agreed, wo | 
e 


Signed by ſome biſhop or paſtor of the ſaid church, &c." 
This, continued that pious and wiſe prelate, is the ſubſtance 


of the amendments propoſed in the laſt committee: nor do d 
in the leaſt doubt of the concurrence of thoſe in the oppoſition, 
who I am confident deſired nothing further than tö put the 


whole affair upon a better footing. So that the deputies of 
our brethren, who are witneſſes to our difintereſted proceed- 

ings, can inform their brethren abroad, That this delay was 
not owing to any unwillingneſs in us to grant them ſettlements 


» colt Fo RA ay ks ne 


'{'# 


| | Fm his majeſty's evlonies, but that it happened wholly and 


folely through a deſire to put their privileges upon a more 
ſure and effectual footing for themſelves. — For my own 


our brethren of the Moravian church, but alſo our brethren of 
other proteſtant churches to ſettle in the Britiſh colonies. 
The b— paſſed, Nenr. Con. with theſe amendments, and 


received the royal aſſent, which was given by commiſſion on 


the 26th of May, 1749. 


+ [As the printed report of the committee of the H of 
| © 


was ſupported by a great number of 
vouchers, the moſt material of them have been 
printed too, by way of Appendix.) 


HE were in general produced for the confirmation of all 
I the ſeweral aſſertions contained in the petition, preſented 


by the deputies of the brethren, the gth of February, 1748-9. 


they begin with the full powers given to the deputies by the 


lord adwocate of theſe churches: then follow the matters in or- 
der. In one of the introductions is haun the reaſon why the 


Unitas Fratrum /prak beſide of ſome United Brethren ; namely, 


becauſe there being many perſons from other proteftant profeſ- 


frons, chiefly not epiſcopal, who enjoy JUTE with the bre- 
_ threns church, Se not being willing to encroact 

conſtitution of the others, made a proviſion for them by means of 
_ Tropus's; aud accordingly inveſted fome of the moſt confiderable 


upon the former 


divines of the Lutheran and reformed church, with their ſupe- 


rintendency. . The propriety of ſuch kind of union, had been pre- 


viouſly 'afſtrted' by the univerſity of Tubingen, 17333 and by 
WD DR hs, EIT 0 Yong 7 


The petition proceeds to repreſent that the brethren had ſettled 


already in his majefly's (colonies, and met with approbation, 


 ewhich is confirmed in the vouchers by teſtimonies from the go- 
. wernors, and perſons of the largeſt property and concern in the 


Said colonies, 


Mer more added upon this head, the brethren are again con- 
| » fldered eccleſiaſtically, and to prove them an antient church, af- 
ter a public writing from the chief patriarch of the Greek 
. Church, in 1740, acknowledging them (which.avas never doubt - 
ed to be originally deſcended from the eaftern church; there 
are ſubjoined a few of the many teſtimonies given them by Lu- 


ther, Calvin, and ather divines of thoſe times, 7 o prove furs 


Ag 


| 


7. 


they have my good wiſhes; and I hearily defire that ſuch en- 
couragement may be given them, as may not only induce theſe 
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her, that this church has been known and countenanced in Eng- 


land, as well as elſewhere ; the manner wherein one of their 


biſhops was received here by king Edward VI. is ſet forth, be 
having had a church given him in london, as ſuperintendent of 
foreign proteſſants; and then very abundant teſtimonies from 
more modern Engliſh, as well epiſcopal as preſhbyterian, and 
other divines, are produced. | 

To theſe vouchers, which were in the hands of the committee, 
has been added as a ſecond part to the printed volume (and dedi- 
cated to the church of England) * a fuller account of the doc- 


* trine, manners, liturgy, and idiom of the Unitas Fratrum, 


containing the following pieces: 1. The Taventy One 64/08 


articles of the Augſburg confeſſion, which is the brethren's con 
«* fefton of faith. 2. (As an Appendix thereto. ) The method of 


* preaching laid down in the ſynod of Bern; which is the bre- 
© thren's method in that reſpect. 3. The church litany of the 
'* brethren. 4. Extrafts from the minutes of all the ſynods 
© of the Unitas Fratrum held theſe laſt twenty years, ſhewing 
* the inward plan of their preſent conduct. 5. A rationale of 


* the brethren's liturgies. \6. A ſpecimen of the theology of the 
« fathers, &c. for the better underſtanding of that emphatical, 


* though ſomewhat for guiten language which the teac ker, 4 if 


fh Unitas Fratrum alſo uſe.” 


The contents of this ſecond part deſerve indeed to be given more 


Js becauſe it yields a reader a more fatisfactory knowledge 
of that people; but as this part is printed alſo ſeparate in 


8 v, under the title mentioned, An account of the doctrine, &c. 


and may be had of the bookſellers in town and nge chere 7 
leſs need to give an abſtract M it here. | 
The iſſue of the report, and the c—tt—s of both e 15 


very well known. The moſt efſential point is the wiſe provi- 
fron the þ - 
into that fellowſhip, unleſs he produces a certificate, given 


t has made that no body may ſwear himſelf 
im by one of the paſtors or biſhops, emporuered i to that effett 


by the lord advocate, or the Hed . 
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